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Serving Adams, Brown, Fayette, Gallia, Highland, Jackson, Lawrence, 
Pike, Ross, and Scioto Counties

Founded 1995
Our Mission . . .

To encourage through education and demonstration the sound management and appreciation of woodlands,
wildlife, soil and water resources. To provide information and technical assistance to members interested in

the planning, management, and the use of forestry resources for economic and recreational purposes.
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Next get to gather is February 11th

We were unable to confirm a speaker on reptiles for our February meeting. The “Maple Syrup 
People” in our group say The Sap is Running, so they are stepping up to create an event, watching the 
syrup making process!

We will meet at the Sugar Shack of Dana Schmidt on February 11th at 10:00 AM. Address is 
2112 California Hollow Rd, Bainbridge Oh. 

Dress for the weather, no need to bring anything, as we are planning to have soup and 
sandwiches for lunch. If the weather should be uncooperative, we will try the following Saturday. 
Watch the facebook page if the weather turns on us. 

Lake Hope State Park to host first 
Tree Hugging Competition Saturday, Feb. 11

Lake Hope State Park’s first Tree Hugging Competition will be held on Saturday, Feb. 11 from 
10 a.m. to 12 p.m. at the Nature Center of the state park. Originating from an international competition 
that began in Northern Finland, the competition will have four main events:

Speed-Hugging – Participants have one minute to hug as many trees as possible in a 
designated area that meet or exceed a height of six feet for at least five seconds each. The highest 
number wins.

Biggest Hug – Participates will all hug the same tree, and a measurement from the longest 
fingertip to longest fingertip will be taken. A gap between the fingers will result in a positive score (i.e., 
plus three) and an overlap in the fingers will result in a negative score. The lowest number wins.

Most Dedicated – Participants must hold onto a tree of their choice for as long as they can 
without their feet touching the ground.

Freestyle – Participants will have one minute maximum to appropriately interact in any way 
they choose with one tree. Judges will award points based on creativity, emotion and communion with 
the tree.

No pre-registration is necessary. Winners of these events will receive an eco-friendly award. 
Participants are asked to get creative and dress for the competition and the weather.

Join guest judges from Raccoon Creek Partnership, Hopewell Health Centers and ODNR’s 
Division of Mineral Resource Management for this fun and free event. For more information, call 
the Nature Center at 740-596-3030.
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Buy,Sell, or Trade
John Hilger has a pair of Hall's, Kevlar lined, composite toe, chain saw boots

for sale. Worn only twice when he realized they were too big. Also included a bottle
of Pecard Boot Oil, and Kevlar, fire resistant boot laces. List price $160. Asking $100.
You can reach him at 937-402-7542.

Tentative SOFA Meetings 2023
February  Maple Syrup day Saturday Feb 11th @ Dana Schmidt's Sugar Shack
March Prescribed Burns
April Kincade Fish Hatchery (Saturday)
May Trip to Camp Perry
June Kate Roy Farm Tour
July-October TBA
November Action / fund raiser                                                                                                                              
December Annual Meeting / Christmas Party

2023 MEMBERSHHIPS  ARE NOW DUE!!
Send to Jim Meacham   4332 St Rt 776, Jackson Oh 45640

Make Check Payable to Southern Ohio Forestland Association (SOFA)

A Note to all “inactive” Members:

There are a lot of reasons that many members are not able to attend our monthly meetings. That being 
said, we miss you, and hope you are well. We would like to hear from you, to know that you still have an interest
in our group, and what is going on in your world. There will be a place in the newsletter to publish your 
message (only if you give permission) to let everyone know about you. The weather is changing in southern 
Ohio, so sit down and drop a few lines to me. Email tshoe140@horizonview.net 
P.S. We wouldn't mind hearing from “Active” members too!

A few of our “Maple Syrup People” are organizing a day to demonstrate the maple syrup making process. It 
just so happens that when the sap is running, the weather can be unpredictable! Watch the facebook page to get 
get the latest information, any changes in the plans will be on facebook!!

Some people just can't understand certain things!

I couldn't find my luggage at the airport baggage area,
so I went to the lost luggage office and
told the woman there that my bags never showed up.
She smiled and told me not to worry because
she was a trained professional, and I was in good hands.
"Now," she asked me, "has your plane arrived yet?"
So I replied, "No Ma'am, The Pilot told us we're circling the airport, 3rd in line to land" .....
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S.O.F.A. Resource

Advisers

Mark Rickey, DNR, Forester  

Fayette

740-774-1596  ext  109

Mark.Rickey@dnr.state.oh.us

Perry Brannan, DNR Forester  Jackson,

Lawrence, Galia, Meigs

740-589-9915

Perry.Brannan@dnr.state.oh.us 

Brad Wireman, DNR Forester  Clinton,

Highland, Pike, Ross

740-493-2441

brad.wireman@dnr,state.oh.us

Cameron Bushong, DNR, Forester Athens,

Morgan, Washington, Perry 

740-596-1102

Camron.Bushong@dnr,state,oh,us

Jason Van Houten, DNR Forester

Madison, Franklin

614-265-6703

Jason.VanHouten@dnr.state.oh.us

Dave Apsley, Nat’l Resource Specialist

740-710-3009 

apsley.1@osu.edu   

Ben Robinson DNR Forester

Clermont, Brown, Adams, Scioto

614-204-9026

Ben.Robinson@dnr.state.oh.us

Jamie Dahl, Central State Univ. Forest

outreach co-ordinator

740-753-0904

jdahl@centralstate.edu

FACEBOOK
Check often, there is timely information, that cannot make it into the newsletter!

The average number of people airborne over the U.S. in any given hour is  61,000

As the Sap Flows
Maple Chronicles

Circa 1970: I was just a young lad when dad announced a new family endeavor. We 
would be tapping Maple trees for sap. We would then sell this sap to a couple of local gentlemen 
who had started up a Maple Syrup operation. They were Frank Gragg and Byron Kent. 

So off into the woods we went with a hand auger (brace and bit) and began drilling 
holes in sugar Maple trees and then sticking a pill in the hole and tapping in a metal spout. We 
took turns on the hand drill as it was quite tiring. Then we’d hang a bucket with a lid on it and 
move on. If memory serves me right, we put out between 250 and 300 taps and buckets. 

Our jobs were to change into mud boots and work clothes as soon as we got home from 
school and head to gather sap with dad. We had an 8N ford tractor and a wagon with 55-gallon 
barrels to harvest and haul the sap with. We were given five-gallon buckets to dump sap in and 
Dad would drive along the woods road as we carried sap from the trees to the wagon. If we were 
lucky, we finished before dark and then we had to roll the barrels into the pickup and deliver 
them to the sugar camp 15 miles away. The smell of that old sugar shack was welded into my 
mind as one of the sweeter things in life. They boiled on an old English pan and I was amazed 
watching the sap turn to syrup. If we were lucky Frank would throw a hot dog into the boiling 
sap/syrup to cook for us, they were great. Another treat was a boiled or poached egg from the 
evaporator. Like I said, memories welded into my mind. 

Good times and great fellowship. Forward 30+ years and Maple syrup being delegated 
to only a fond memory of times gone by and one nostalgic day of reminiscing brought me to a 
scheme. I would make Maple syrup. So, I drilled a hole in a Maple tree and fashioned a spout 
out of copper tubing and set a bucket under it. I got sap and I was ready. I set it up to boil it on a 
propane frier. To my remorse it took hours and hours and hours and when I thought I had syrup it
was only a few ounces. Disappointment and fatigue were my rewards. The very next year I set 
out on a grander plan with actual taps and buckets, but still just a pot and turkey fryer. I made 
more syrup but frustration and fatigue were again my biggest reward. Like a fool I made even 
bigger plans for the next year, I would not let defeat rob me of restoring the fond memories of 
my youth. 

Low and behold word got to a local producer (Charles Elliot) that I was interested in 
making syrup and he reached out to me. In his kindness he offered me the opportunity to use an 
old evaporator he had and even the use of his old shack. I took the leap and went all in. That 
spring I hung approx. fifty buckets and got a barrel, I was in business. I fixed a carrier on my 
tractor and I gathered sap and hauled it to Charlie’s 20 miles away….just like old times. I was 
reliving my childhood. 

This Maple bug is a disease. It starts as an intuition and spreads through your 
soul and infects your nature. It demands you do increasingly more. Here I am, 15 years 
later with more gear than I ever envisioned, a shack, 5,000 feet of tubing and 150 taps 
and days upon days of feeding an insatiable firebox and breathing sweet steam for hours
on end. 

I have learned to curse squirrels with a cruelness not befitting a God-fearing 
man. I have concluded they are tools of the devil. I have spent thousands of dollars and 
barely broke even, but I have gained a wealth I cannot count. It is joy! It is the smiles 
and delight brought on when heaven’s nectar is done and placed upon the pallets of 
men, women, and children. I am well paid, and my wealth is in the memories and the 
golden joy of that wonderful bounty of winter, Maple Syrup. 

Dana
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S.O.F.A.
1864 Shyville Rd
Piketon Oh 45661

       Visit us on the web at www.ohiosofa.org
*   Unless otherwise noted, monthly meetings are held the second
Thursday of each month at the OSU South Center, 1864 Shyville

Road, Piketon, OH. Meetings are held in the Endeavor Center

February 11th

Meet at 2112 California Hollow rd.
Dana Schmidt's Sugar Shack

10:00 AM -2:00 PM
Come see the process of making Maple Syrup first hand.

Dress for the weather
Soup and sandwiches are planned to be provided

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP
NAME______________________________________________________PHONE__________________

ADDRESS________________________________________________STATE_________________
EMAIL_______________________________________________________________

If you own woodland, in which county?______________Acres Owned?__________
  New Member______Renewal_____Scholarship Fund Donation $_______Thank-You

Mail application / renewal & check to Jim Meacham, 4332 St Rt 776, Jackson Oh 45640
Make Check Payable to Southern Ohio Forestland Association (SOFA)

Individual $15, Family $25, Partnership, Association, or Corporation $25

New Program!
“Maple Syrup”


